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Do you ever feel frustrated that your dog seemingly ignores your recall cue and
carries on chasing whatever they have seen? Have you practiced your recall at
home loads of times, only for your dog to not respond to it when you are out on
walks and you really need them to come back?

UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSE OF RECALL FAILURE
Often it is the case that your dog’s recall doesn’t work as well as you would like it
to when you find yourself in a highly distractive environment. This could be when
the dog is in mid-chase or sees a deer or rabbit for example and their recall fails.

This is likely because this behaviour and cue have not been scaffolded well enough
for it to be effective in such a high level of distraction. Not because your dog is
ignoring you purposely, or doesn’t understand the recall cue itself.

For a recall to be successful in highly distractive situation, it’s vital that you know
how to scaffold it effectively.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SCAFFOLDING FOR SUCCESSFUL RECALL
It’s relatively common knowledge now that we need to lay foundations for training
new behaviours in non-distractive environments to begin with. So, many people
will start teaching their dog their recall basics in their living room, where
distractions are very minimal; however, this is often where the progression stops.
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BUT HERE’S THE #1 MISTAKE WHEN TRAINING A RECALL
However, when dog guardians use this ladder, there is one common but fatal
mistake, which I see over and over again: All the steps and scenarios in the
middle of this ladder haven’t been worked on and scaffolded effectively. This is
often overlooked and the process is rushed through. And so the recall fails.

THE RECALL LADDER: A METAPHOR FOR TRAINING PROGRESSION
A good metaphor to use is to think of your dog’s recall like a ladder.

Step 1 on the ladder is practising at home in your living room. Step 2 could be
choosing to move training outside into the garden when you are purposely set up
for a training session. Then the top step, or Step 10 of the ladder is using your
recall in an emergency situation, I.e. when your dog is mid-chase.
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SET UP YOUR DOG’S RECALL FOR SUCCESS
In order for your recall to function in a ‘Step 10 situation,’ all of these things need
to be properly worked through to create a firm scaffold for the cue and the
behaviour. Without this, your recall can’t be expected to work or fully relied upon
in a Step 10 scenario.

PAGE 2

SCAFFOLDING A RECALL



© SIMONE MUELLER 2023ROCKET RECALL

PAGE 3

SCAFFOLDING A RECALL



CUSTOMIZING YOUR RECALL LADDER FOR YOUR DOG’S NEEDS
So, you need to keep an eye out for opportunities to practice and scaffold your
recall. Each ladder will look different for every individual dog. So, it’s a good idea to
get a pen and piece of paper and write down what each step would look like for
your own dog.

Once you have a clear idea of the types of scenarios you are looking for, you can
actively seek these opportunities to practice and scaffold your recall.
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BENEFITS OF EFFECTIVE SCAFFOLDING
Think of the scaffold as a support system for your dog, allowing them to succeed
no matter what distractions are happening around them. Without effective
scaffolding, the foundations will fall apart and leave you feeling frustrated as your
dog disappears into the distance instead of responding to your recall cue!
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Get 'Rocket Recall' 
Download 'The Stalking Game'
Online-courses on PST
Predation Substitute Training blog 
My book 'Hunting Together'
My book 'Don't Eat That' 
Follow me on Instagram

MORE RESOURCES FOR YOU (JUST CLICK):
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BENEFITS OF EFFECTIVE SCAFFOLDING
So, now you know the importance of not only laying solid foundations for your
dog’s recall, but also how to scaffold it effectively, it’s time to put it into practice!
Before long, you will have a super-reliable recall no matter what is going on in your
dog’s environment. What are you waiting for?
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